ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD       CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES, FL





February 20, 2014


The regular meeting of the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD was called to order by Chairman Monroig at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, February 20, 2014, at the Southwest Focal Point Senior Center, 301 NW 103 Avenue, Pembroke Pines, Florida.  Present to-wit:  Chairman Monroig, Vice Chairman Boisvert, Members Lee, Chevannes, Gonzalez, Greenberg, Cappella; M. Stamm, Liaison; C. Fermin, Planning Department; Shana Bridgeman, Asst. City Attorney, and Secretary Epstein.  Absent:  Members Otero, Meister, Collier, Mazal, Bianco.  The Secretary declared a quorum present.

OATH OF OFFICE


Secretary Epstein administered the oath of office to new Board members: Ryann Greenberg, City Commission appointee, and Carlos Gonzalez, Commissioner Siple District 3 appointee.  The Chairman welcomed them to the Board invited them to present brief biographies.

MINUTES


On a motion by Member Cappella, seconded by Member Lee, to approve minutes of the December 2013 meeting as presented, the motion was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

ABSENCES


On a motion by Vice Chairman Boisvert, seconded by Member Cappella, to record excused absences for Members Meister and Mazal for the December 2013 meeting, the motion was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.


On a motion by Member Cappella, seconded by Vice Chairman Boisvert, to record excused absences for the January 2014 meeting for Members Lee, Chevannes, Otero, Mazal and Bianco, the motion was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

On a motion by Member Cappella, seconded by Member Greenberg, to record excused absences for Members Collier, Meister and Bianco for the February 2014 meeting, the motion was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

REPORT OF LIAISON

· Mr. Stamm presented monthly project buildout status report for discussion and review.

· Announced City-approved incentive program for job creation by a corporate-headquartered entity.
· Concentrated discussion of upcoming business symposium; reviewed prior local business forum; requested Board input on questions to be asked at symposium and prospective invitees to the symposium.

· Economic Development staff working on new Landscape Code with input from Landscape Advisory Board, which recommended creating a sustainability plan and getting National Wildlife certification for the City.

· Board members to receive an analysis form from Strategic Plan staff seeking their thoughts for the Plan. The Strategic Plan staff will be at the symposium to listen and gather facts for use in creating the Plan; their analysis is scheduled to be reported to City Commission at its April 2nd meeting.
DISTRICT REPORTS

District l

Member Lee reported that a crime suppression town hall meeting was held at Pines Village, with surprisingly large attendance.  Discussions were held on maintaining a communications network within the Village to combat crime.

Districts 2, 3, 4 – No reports.
OLD BUSINESS


Mr. Stamm invited Board members to give their input and suggestions on questions to be directed to the invitees of the upcoming business symposium.  Member Lee suggested inviting a representative of the medical community to the symposium to determine how local medical campuses impact the perception of our City vis-à-vis quality of life and jobs.

Mr. Stamm urged Members to e-mail him any additional suggestions they may have, and stated that he would e-mail Board members with an updated list of symposium questions and invitee list.


The business symposium is scheduled to be held on the Board’s March meeting date:  Thursday, March 20, 2014, 6:30 p.m., at the Southwest Focal Point Senior Center.

NEW BUSINESS

None

ADJOURNMENT


The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Marie L. Epstein
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Marie L. Epstein








Board Secretary
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