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Opening April 2017!
It’s almost time! The Pembroke
Pines Civic Center, located on Pines
Blvd in the mid-town district at 601
City Center Way, will soon be opening its doors. This multi-purpose,
four-story complex will include a
new city hall, a 3,200 seat state-ofthe-art performance/conference
space, a stand-alone Commission
Chamber, and an 11,000 square foot
two-story contemporary arts center
called the Frank C. Ortis Art Gallery and Exhibit Hall at City Center
or “The Frank,” named after Mayor
Ortis in honor of his commitment to
the cultural arts.
Residents will continue to have an
opportunity to pay their water bills in
the new City Hall in the lobby area,
handle business licenses, obtain passports via appointments and have the
same type of services conducted as
they did in the previous City Hall location. There will be a directory in the
lobby to guide residents to the floor
on which the services are offered.

Below the City Hall offices is the
Great Hall, a Mezzanine and meeting rooms, comprised of 35,000
square feet of space for concerts,
meetings and events. The 24,000
square foot Great Hall has room for
approximately 3, 200 guests seated
for concerts/performances, 1,300 for
classroom style and 1, 120 for banquet style events and 100 exhibits for
trade shows. There is also a 4,848
square foot Mezzanine that can seat
up to 320 guests for banquets, and
over 5,000 square feet of 12 flexible
meeting rooms. All of these spaces
are supported by state of the art
catering facilities by SAVOR.
Excitement is already in the air
with special concerts and performances planned for the Great Hall.
One in particular is the show-stopping “Drumline Live” which will
be held on April 2, 2017 at 7 p.m. in
the Great Hall. This show features
dazzling choreography and explosive
percussion. For more information

		

on this show and other upcoming
events, please visit www.pembrokepinescitycenter.org.
The new Commission Chambers
features state of the art technology -- residents are encouraged to
come to the Commission Meetings
held twice a month.
The one-acre plaza in front of the
buildings will be lushly landscaped
and is a great place for planned
lectures and community engagement
activities. To engage visitors of all
ages, a custom ping pong table, designed by the architecture firm Urban
Conga, will be in front of The Frank.
Music, exhibits and special events
will also take place in the plaza
throughout the year.
A public art piece, known as The
City Center Gateway sculpture,
will be installed in front of the main
building. The 18-foot high painted
stainless steel sculpture, by architectural firm Brooks + Scarpa, creates a
dappled light effect as one walks beneath the structure between bromeliad mounds. The piece has received
the Distinctive Detail Merit Award
in the Unbuilt Category by the Fort
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Lauderdale Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects.
The entire Pembroke Pines City
Center project is bound on the
north by Pines Boulevard, on the
east by Palm Avenue, and to the
south by the Washington Street
right-of-way located east of Hiatus
Road. For more information, please
visit www.ppines.com, and keep
up-to-date on grand opening dates
and details via the City’s website
and Facebook page at www.facebook.com/cityofpembrokepines.

Pembroke Pines City Commission
From left to right:
Carl Shechter (Vice Mayor - District 1), Iris A. Siple (District 3),
Mayor Frank C. Ortis, Jay Schwartz (District 2),
Angelo Castillo (District 4)
Mayor Frank C. Ortis 954-450-1020 ……. fortis@ppines.com
Commissioners:
Angelo Castillo
954-450-1030.............. acastillo@ppines.com
Jay Schwartz
954-450-1030.....….. jschwartz@ppines.com
Carl Shechter
954-450-1030 .....…. cshechter@ppines.com
Iris A. Siple
954-450-1030..............… isiple@ppines.com
City Manager:
Charles F. Dodge 954-450-1040….......…. cdodge@ppines.com
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Great Golf Weather.
Great Winter Prices.
• Open to the public
• Challenging par 71, 18-hole course
• Memberships available
Like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/flamingolakescc

WINTER GOLF RATES

Weekdays

Weekends

18 Holes Including Greens Fee & Cart

$40.00

$45.00

9 Holes Including Greens Fee & Cart

$22.00

$26.00

18 Holes Including Greens Fee & Cart (After 11 am)

$35.00

$40.00

Twilight Special (After 2:00pm)

$25.00

$25.00

January 2, 2017 thru April 1, 2017

9 Hole Twilight Special (After 4:00pm)

$16.04

$16.04

Rentals Clubs

$20.00

$20.00

FLAMINGO LAKES COUNTRY CLUB · 701 FLAMINGO WEST DRIVE
PEMBROKE PINES, FL 33027 · (954) 435-6110
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City named Tree City USA City’s TSD Wins Award
The City of Pembroke
Pines was named a 2016
Tree City USA by the
Arbor Day Foundation
in honor of its commitment to effective urban
forest management.
Established in 1976, the
Tree City USA program, sponsored
by the Arbor Day Foundation in
partnership with the U.S. Forest
Service and the National Association
of State Foresters, is a nationwide
movement that provides the framework for communities to manage
and expand their public trees.
Pembroke Pines achieved Tree City
USA recognition by meeting the program’s four requirements: maintaining a tree board or department, having a tree-care ordinance, spending at
least $2 per capita on urban forestry,
and celebrating Arbor Day through
observance and a proclamation.
“Tree City USA communities such
as Pembroke Pines see the impact an
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City Clerk’s Office 954-450-1050
Marlene Graham, City Clerk
mgraham@ppines.com
Finance 954-450-1070
Lisa Chong, Finance Director
lchong@ppines.com

urban forest has in a community first hand,” said
Dan Lambe, President of
the Arbor Day Foundation.
“I congratulate Pembroke
Pines on earning this
recognition which brings
residents together and creates a sense of community pride,
whether it’s through volunteering
or public education.”
Pembroke Pines is one of more
than 3,400 Tree City USAs, with a
combined population of 143 million Americans.
Trees provide multiple benefits to
a community when properly planted
and maintained. They help to improve
the visual appeal of a neighborhood,
increase property values, reduce home
cooling costs, remove air pollution and
provide wildlife habitats.
For more information on the Tree
City USA program, please visit
www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.

Public Services
954-518-9060
Shawn Denton,
Director of Public Services
sdenton@ppines.com
Fire 954-435-6700
John Picarello, Fire Chief
jpicarello@ppines.com
Police 954-431-2200
Dan Giustino, Police Chief
dgiustino@ppines.com
Recreation and Cultural Arts
954-392-2127
Christina Sorenson,
Recreation Director
csorensen@ppines.com
Community Services
954-450-6888
Jay Shechter,
Community Services Director
jshechter@ppines.com
Human Resources
954-392-2090
Daniel Rotstein,
Human Resources Director
drotstein@ppines.com

The Pembroke Pines
TSD Technology Services Department has been
recognized for “Excellence in Construction
2016” by the Association of Builders & Contractors for its Conduit
and Fiber Cabling
Installation Project.
Hypower Inc., an
electrical and utility contracting company in Fort
Lauderdale, used new
technology in a design
build project for the City of Pembroke Pines. As a city, specific needs
and budget restraints were required,
however, Hypower, in submitting an
alternative design, was able to keep
the cost below the city’s budget, as
well as cut the anticipated project
time in half.
Hypower used FuturePath and
Mini-Fiber cable for the project, expertly installing them throughout the
city with the help of TSD.

The project’s scope was
to design, permit and
install a fiber optic cable
path capable of creating
connectivity within the
City of Pembroke Pines.
Hypower proposed a
product called FuturePath conduit which is a
2” conduit with 7 microducts inside with the
capacity of carrying a
288 count mini-fiber in
each microduct. The state
of the art system that
Hypower constructed provided Pembroke Pines with all the performance
of the original design, while staying
under budget and on schedule.
The 20 miles of FuturePath for the
fiber optic cable was installed in 90
days with no problems. The fiber
optic cable was installed in 2 weeks
with splicing and terminations done
in time for the City of Pembroke
Pines Charter Schools to use the new
fiber systems.

Home Health Aides & Certified Nurse Assistants
Personal Care • Respite • Home Maker • Companion
We work with Medicaid Programs, Waivers, LTC's, American Elder Care, CMS,
Little Havana, Humana, Sunshine Health, CDC, Specialized in Home Care.
• Bathing
• Grooming
• Dressing
• Ambulatory
• Activities
• Transferring
• Meal Preparation
• Dining Assistance
• Bathroom
• Doctor Visits
• Shopping
• Housekeeping

Phone: 954.862.2236
Fax: 954.944.0822

We are
committed
to your care.

golden miracle, inc.
License # 299994039

9000 Sheridan Street Suite 170 / Pembroke Pines, FL 33024
www.goldenmiracleinc.com
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15 Annual Mayor’s Golf Tournament for Education
th

tail reception, deluxe buffet dinner,
prizes, an auction and awards.
“This really is a fantastic event,
not only because we all have a fun
day golfing, but we’re also helping the students and teachers of
our award winning Pembroke
Pines Charter School System,” said
Mayor Frank C. Ortis.
The largest municipally run
charter school system in the country,
the Pembroke Pines Charter School
System is recognized for its innovation and academic excellence. All
proceeds from the Pembroke Pines
Charter School Golf Tournament directly enhance each student’s educational experience.  

The Tournament begins at 10:30
a.m. with registration, a putting contest, a delicious lunch and then tee
off at 12:30 p.m. The Driving Range
and Practice tee will also be open. A
cocktail reception begins at 5:30 p.m.
with a deluxe buffet, prize presentations and an auction.
Sponsorship opportunities, which
include Presenting for $20,000,
Presidential for $10,000, Diplomat for
$5,000, and Ambassador for $2,500,
are available. For more information
on sponsorship levels and golf registration, please call Carol Campisi at
954-392-2121.
The Pembroke Pines Charter
School Foundation is a non-profit

Flanagan High NJROTC

The Flanagan NJROTC Competition team also had their first meet
in Port St. Lucie, FL. The top three
males and top three females in the
competition were all from Flanagan
High School. The competition team
got 2nd place overall. 1st place in curl,
1st place in push, 2nd place overall athletics, 1st place in unarmed exhibition
for the first time, 4th place in unarmed
basic and 1st place in armed basic and
armed exhibition.
The NJROTC at Flanagan High
School provides cadets with an opportunity to experience and learn
leadership and leadership discipline.

It’s time to “tee off” for education
at the 15th Annual Pembroke Pines
Charter School Golf Tournament.
The March 24, 2017 Golf Tournament will be held at the Pembroke
Lakes Golf & Tennis Center, located
at 10500 Taft Street, from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Mayor Frank C. Ortis proudly
presents this Annual Pembroke Pines
Charter School Golf Tournament
which benefits the Pembroke Pines
Charter School Foundation.
Over the years, this event has
raised over one million dollars
thanks to the generosity of sponsors
and golfers. It includes an 18- hole
tournament, a barbecue lunch, refreshments on ‘The Green,’ a cock-

The Charles C. Flanagan High
School Navy Junior ROTC (NJROTC)
team recently competed in Boca
Raton, FL for the Brain Brawl, similar
to the television game show Jeopardy
which tests cadet’s knowledge in
various categories such as mathematics, history, geography, sports, current events, general science etc. The
competition requires quick thinking
under pressure as cadets were required to buzz in ahead of the other

team with the correct answer.
The NJROTC cadets consisted
of two teams – the first team had
Andres Graterol, Eiichi Koto, Logan
Matza, and Luis Graterol and they
placed 2nd place. Team 2, which was
comprised of Andrea Forero, and
Anisah Husman who later got replaced by Valentina Rivera, Shirleen
Groves, and Nick Rivera, placed 3rd
in the competition. Andres Graterol
received First Place in Brawl Stars.

organization that directly provides
financial support and educational
scholarships for the Pembroke Pines
Charter School System.

A Closer
Look
A group of 34 forensic science
students from Pembroke Pines
Charter High School last month
attended a day of presentations
by the Pembroke Pines Police
Department Crime Scene Unit
and Homicide Unit. The students
learned about computer forensics,
different cases the PPPD have been
involved with, as well as a presentation from the SWAT department.
“This is the second year that forensic science students participated in such an event,” said Katherine Larmony, Forensic Science
and IGCSE Biology Teacher at
the school. “Many of the students
who attended are interested in
careers in law enforcement, forensics and working for the federal
government (FBI).”
Last year, students had an opportunity to try on bullet proof
vests and got a closer look at a
mobile crime scene unit used to
analyze various crime scenes.
With each presentation, the
students received a more detailed
look into these fields and realized
how important and demanding
the jobs are for a city.

#TheFrank
Scheduled to open April 2017as a
part of the new Pembroke Pines City
Center, The Frank C. Ortis Art Gallery and Exhibit Hall or The Frank is
a two story art gallery named after
Pembroke Pines Mayor Frank C.
Ortis for his decades-long commitment to the cultural arts. Located at
601 City Center Way, The Frank will
showcase multi-disciplinary inclusive exhibitions to foster connections,
initiate cultural change and promote
innovation. The gallery’s exhibition
and learning space will serve as a site
of convergence for artists, performers, thought leaders and community
members to create partnerships for
social engagement, leveraging the
power of the arts to create a sense of
place, and offering art as an experience, not entertainment.
The opening exhibition, “What’s
Wonderful,” showcases the work of 14
artists. Site specific installations, multidisciplinary works, and studies of
nature will be some of the work showcased for this inaugural exhibition.
“This exhibition looks at the
broad interpretation of wonder,”
said Jill Slaughter, Chief Curator
of The Frank. “The drape of curiosity bonds the exhibitions disparate
group of artists together, each with
a singular vision of what’s wonderful, each delivering the unexpected,
if not the inexplicable.”
A community engagement project titled People of Pines will be exhibited in Project Room One as part
of What’s Wonderful. Portrait artist
Carrie Smith was commissioned to
paint community members as a vehicle to share personal stories. The
artist captures the sitters’ individuality and challenges the viewer to
look beyond the gaze, and question
what’s transpiring psychologically
within. Ms. Smith has been working on the series of portraits for
more than a year.
A series of life questions were
made available to participants of the
project. Their responses will play on
a continuous sound loop in the project room featuring 16 People of Pines
portraits as part of the exhibition.
It will not be known if the people
speaking are portrait subjects.

Pirate Island, an interactive familyfriendly exhibit done in partnership
between the City of Pembroke Pines
and the Miami Children’s Museum,
will be the second exhibition at The
Frank, opening May 2017. The artist
collective Cushy Gigs has been commissioned to paint pirate themed images in the main gallery of The Frank
to visually invigorate the exhibition.
The show will also include an
interactive community engagement
mural by artist Jacklyn Laflamme,
pirate themed crocheted dolls by
the artist collective Sheep Thrills,
and a maritime exhibition by the U.
S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, a program for young people dedicated to
developing an interest and ability in
seamanship and seagoing skills. The
multi-disciplinary exhibition will
create an expansive interpretation of
pirate life. Frank visitors will experience and learn about the folklore
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and tales of pirate life,
and will follow maps
to treasures unknown,
learn to speak “pirate,”
tie knots, handle ropes
and more. Tour groups
will be welcome.
And, a mural
by artist Ernesto
Maranje, has been
commissioned for
the exterior wall of
The Frank, reflective
of the diverse wildlife community that
thrives in Pembroke
Pines. Adding to the overall atmosphere of the Center, artist team
Peter Symons and Leah Brown
were commissioned to create an
interactive wall piece titled “Pixel
Twist” which is a 20-foot installation that will go on the exterior of
Commission Chambers. The public
will be able to turn the individual
pixels to create images.
Admission to The Frank will be
free. An entrance fee of $3 will be
collected for special events. Hours
will be Tuesday – Saturday 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. For more information, please
visit https://thefrankgallery.org/
The Pembroke Pines City Center
project is funded in part by Broward
County Cultural Division, Culture
Builds Florida, Hello Sunny-Greater
Fort Lauderdale Convention Center
and Visitors Bureau and National
Endowment for the Arts.
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#PinesIsKind
The City of Pembroke Pines and
the School Board of Broward County
have joined together in inviting families and friends to the City of Kindness Event: Kindness/Forgiveness/
Compassion on Saturday, February
11, 2017 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at William
B. Armstrong Dream Park, located at
1700 NW 160 Avenue (Dykes Road).
There will be a Community Peace
Meal Picnic featuring performances
and random acts of kindness promises. Activities for families will
include a human peace sign and
presentation of a Peace Pole. Families are encouraged to decorate
their picnic areas with decorative
picnic blankets and baskets.

To pledge a kindness promise and
to find out more about the kindness movement, please visit www.
cityofkindness.org. For performance
information, please contact Kimberly
Young at Kimberly.Young@browardschools.com or call 754-321-1644.
For more event information,
please contact the City of Pembroke
Pines Special Events office at 954392-2116 or visit www.ppines.com/
special events.

10%

Additio
nal Bo
nus Pa
With C
oupon
id!
Only

We Will Beat Any Price

Gold s
P r i c ec o r d
e
A t Ri g h !
H

FALLS
JEWELERS

2018 N. Flamingo Rd. • Pembroke Pines
S.W. Corner of Flamingo & Sheridan

954-447-0566

5

Hours: Tues-Fri 10am - 6pm • Sat 11am - 5pm

Free estimate!
Stop in now!
We Buy & Sell
Gold
Silver
Diamonds
Watches
Estate Jewelry
Broken Jewelry
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Flea Market & Bazaar Why Microchip Your Pet?
Two days of bargain hunting will
take place at the Flea Market & Bazaar on Saturday, February 4, 2017, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Sunday, February 5, 2017, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Carl Shechter Southwest Focal Point
Community Center Campus located
at 301 NW 103 Ave.
There will be over 100 vendors
offering their wares in 53,000
square feet of air-conditioned
comfort in the Center. Vendor fees
from this popular two day event
benefit the Center’s programs.
Admission and parking are free.
The café will be open for breakfast,
snacks and lunch so shoppers can
enjoy delicious meals on site.
For more info, please call 954-450-6888.

Pay It Forward at Panther Run Elementary
Students and their families, as well
as staff at Panther Run Elementary
School are taking part in a “Pay It
Forward – Who I am Makes a Difference” campaign. All are being asked
to “change someone’s life for the better with a kind word or two…” via
notes and cards provided or created.
“There are gifts from the heart
which cost nothing, yet mean a great
deal to others,” said Elaine L. Saef,
Principal at Panther Run. “By paying
it forward, you never know how a person’s actions can change the world.”
Through the school’s newsletter
and activities at school, everyone is

Losing a pet can be a very traumatic and even tragic event. Conscientious pet guardians protect
their pets with collars and ID tags,
however, these are not foolproof
tools to ensure a pet can be found.
Collars can break or fall-off, leaving a pet among the countless,
unidentified lost strays at animal
shelters. Microchips are being used
most effectively for re-uniting pets
with their families.
Microchips are implantable
computer chips that encode a
unique identification number, are
no bigger than a grain of rice and
are placed under your pet’s skin
with a needle and syringe, not
much differently than a routine
vaccine. Unlike collars and ID tags,
they can never break or fall-off.
They work by receiving a radio
signal from a scanner, and transmitting the encoded chip identifi-

cation number back to the scanner.
With the chip id number in hand,
the vital contact information is
only a phone call away.
Studies have shown that dogs
and cats with microchips are more
likely to be returned to their owners than pets without. A reminder
for this new year, in order for a
microchip to work, the chip must
be registered and have the contact
information up-to-date. Microchips
are reliable and use nationwide registries, but they ultimately depend
on the information that is given.

Arts and Crafts Festival
encouraged to write special notes to
family, friends or colleagues to show
their gratitude, appreciation and
admiration as an act of kindness.

The 19th Annual Arts and
Crafts Festival in the Pines,
hosted by the City of Pembroke Pines Recreation and
Cultural Arts Department
and the Pembroke Pines Arts and Culture Advisory Board, will be held at
the Academic Village, located at 17189
Sheridan Street. The festival will be
held on Saturday and Sunday, March
11 and 12, 2017 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
and will showcase fine arts and crafts
vendors from around the country,
live entertainment, music, a hands-on
children’s art area, demonstrations,
food and much more.
“It is difficult to believe our Art
Festival is now in its 19th year,”
said Rose Colombo, Chairperson of
the Pembroke Pines Cultural Advisory Board. “When our Art and
Culture Board established this event,
our hope was to see the Festival grow
to become a much anticipated event
for residents and artists, and we have
not been disappointed.” said Rose
Colombo, Chairperson of the Pembroke Pines Cultural Advisory Board.

Arts and Fine Crafts vendors who are interested in participating in the festival must
fill out an application and
send in appropriate fees. This
is a juried show and offers a $350
cash prize for each category winner,
$500 to Best in Show, around the
clock security, an awards dinner and
hospitality during the entire festival.
The categories are judged as follows:
Drawing, Glass, Mixed Media, Painting, Wood, Photography, Sculpture,
Fine Handcrafts, Jewelry and Plants.
Fine Handcrafts, Jewelry and Plants
are eligible for ribbons only.
“This event is a way for our great
city to reach out culturally to all of
our citizens, so please join us for a
wonderful day of art and culture,”
said Holly Bonkowski, Division
Director of Cultural Arts for the City.
“It’s an incredibly fun day for all
ages, and has become a very special
event for our entire community.”
For more information or to get an
application, please call 954-986-5027 or
visit the website at www.ppines.com.

Save the Date – Flamingo Strut 5K
The 7th Annual Pill Box Pharmacies Flamingo Strut 5K and Kids Fun
Run is around the corner on Sunday, April 2, 2017 at Flamingo Park,
located at 1900 N.W. 122nd Terrace
(adjacent to the Pill Box PharmacyTaft Street location.) Be one of the
first 400 participants to register at
www.active.com and type in Pill Box
Pharmacies Flamingo Strut 5K to
receive a Flamingo Strut 5K shirt.
The race fee is $25 pre-registration
or $30 on race day. The Fun Run
fee for children ages 5-9 years is
$10. The Race Packet should be
picked up at 6 a.m. and the 5K begins
at: 7:30 a.m. The Kids Fun-Run Flamingo Strut begins at 8:30 a.m.

A breakfast and awards program
follows the race. Prizes will be
awarded to the top three males and
females in the ‘Overall and Masters
Categories.’ Additional awards will
be presented to the top three males
and females in age group categories
from 12 and under, to 75 and over.
The 5K course is measured and
certified to USATF specifications and
the 5K is being timed by Split Seconding Timing. Additional race day
information, including results and
photos, will be available at www.
splitsecondtiming.com . Please do not
bring pets. For additional information please contact Francie Novo at
954-392-2116 or FNovo@ppines.com.

Book Buddies
Students at Pembroke Pines
Charter School East Campus recently held a Book Buddies event.
First and Fifth Graders paired up
one rainy afternoon to read to each
other. Due to its great success, the
students are looking forward to having a Book Buddies Day every year.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Initiative
The Pembroke Pines Police Department is participating in the High
Visibility Enforcement of Pedestrian
& Bicycle Safety initiative which
will run through May 15, 2017. This
initiative, under the direction of the
Florida Department of Transportation and managed by the University
of South Florida, was designed to
promote pedestrian and bicyclist
safety through the use of traffic education and enforcement of all road
users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists in high priority
counties across the state. Broward
County is one of the high priority
counties named in the program.
The Pembroke Pines Police Department’s involvement in this initiative
will begin with an “Educational &
Warning Campaign” taking place
now through March 20, 2017. During
this time, officers at targeted loca-

tions will distribute informational
pamphlets to motorists, pedestrians
and bicyclists, detailing Pedestrian
& Bicyclist safety tips. Officers at
these locations who observe violations by motorists, pedestrians and
bicyclists, will seek to issue warnings in lieu of traffic citations.
The remaining dates after March
20, 2017 will target the Enforcement Portion of the initiative,
where violations observed will
result in the issuance of Uniform
Traffic Citations, which carry fines
ranging from $63.50 to $263.
For more information about the
Pembroke Pines Police Department’s involvement in the High
Visibility Enforcement of Pedestrian
& Bicycle Safety initiative, please
contact Sergeant Adam Feiner of
the Traffic Unit at 954-431-2200.
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Acceptable and
UN-acceptable Yard waste
/Bulk waste materials.
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along with your Bulk / Yard waste
map zones for service.
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Last month, Pembroke Pines residents (not in homes or condos) were
given an informational flyer by Waste
Pro USA to remind everyone about
bulk service pickup and code rules.
Residential customers receive two
bulk pick-ups per month.
Acceptable household bulk items
include: Furniture, mattresses, sofas,
chairs, tables, cabinets, rolled up carpets, bathtubs, sinks, vanities, tvs and
computers. Bulk trash items include
fences (picket, chain link and wooden), which must be stacked neatly
and or rolled at the curb no longer
than five feet per piece in length.
Any broken glass must be placed in a
box and taped shut to prevent injury
to the workers picking up the items.
Acceptable bulk yard waste is any
type of palm fronds and yard trash
that is part of a normal yard maintenance, and generated by the resident.
It must be placed on the residential
curbside unit where the Bulk Yard
Trash is collected. Small yard waste

208TH AVE
NW 208TH TER NW

BULK SCHEDULE
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Become a Corporate Partner with the Pembroke Pines Charter
School Foundation Inc. and the Support Our Schools Campaign!
Becoming a Corporate Partner:

Local businesses are the backbone of Pembroke Pines and our
surrounding cities. The Support Our Schools (SOS) campaign offers local
businesses and corporations alike an opportunity to positively affect the
lives of the children in our community. The Pembroke Pines Charter School
System has a total enrollment just under 6,000 students and over 3,200 Example of company banners at one of our campuses.
families. Becoming a corporate partner not only enhances your company image
by showing support of the children in the Pembroke Pines Charter Schools, it also offers your business a
distinct marketing and competitive advantage by creating positive publicity and heightened visibility of your
products and services to our charter school families and employees, as well as vehicle traffic.

Advertising Opportunities:
Take Advantage of these Opportunities Today!
● Banner Space: Base price $400* per campus, annually for drop off/pick up line /
Please contact Carol Campisi from the Recreation and
$550* for Prime Location (facing traffic) at West Campus & FSU Elem. /
$750* for Prime Location (facing traffic) at AV, Central Campus, & East Elem.
Cultural Arts Department at (954) 392-2130 or Aner
(Limited space available) *Prices subject to change based on banner size.
Gonzalez from the City Manager’s Office at ● Recognition on our Foundation website, www.ppcsf.org ($350) (Free w/ banner
purchase)
(954) 450-1040.
● E-Blast ($300)
● Physical Flyers ($400 per campus)
● City Connect Newspaper Ad Space (Cost per Insert: $575 1/2 page)
● Advertising Spaces/ Booths/ Sponsorships Available at City Events

Get discounts for your company banners that will be advertised at the
school campuses by contacting Fastsigns or Minuteman Press.
Tell them the Pembroke Pines Charter School Foundation sent you!

Why Donate to Support Our Schools?
Money that is donated to Support Our Schools goes
directly into raising the quality of education and
resources for the students of the Pembroke Pines
Charter School System. Campaign contributions
will be utilized for:
● Capital Improvements/Infrastructure
● Increased Cost of Benefits and Operating Expenses
● Raising Reserves to Financially Sustainable Levels
Central Elementary/Middle

Academic Village Charter School

East Elementary School

FSU Elementary School

W est Elementary School

W est Middle School

954-438-7979

954-437-1880

Pembroke Pines Charter School Locations Where Banners can be Placed:

Pembroke Pines Charter School Foundation Inc. Incorporated in January 2004, as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, the
Pembroke Pines Charter School Foundation, Inc. had a goal to establish a $1 million endowment to provide senior scholarships, teacher
reimbursement for advanced degrees, and employee of the year awards for instructional and non-instructional employees. In 2011, the
Foundation revised the Articles of Incorporation to allow financial contributions to our charter schools. The change has allowed the
Foundation to use money raised through SOS fundraisers and donations from the community to directly support the education of our
students. Due to the Foundation’s status as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, any contribution to SOS is a tax deductible donation.
We are thankful to all of the volunteers, families, and businesses that have helped us through the years. If not for their
efforts, none of our accomplishments would have been possible. We look forward to you becoming a corporate partner.

Spring Tea Time
You know Spring is in the air when
the annual Spring Tea is held at The
Carl Shechter Southwest Focal Point
Community Center Campus, located
at 301 NW 103 Ave. This year’s event
will be held on Wednesday, March
22, 2017, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., however,
tickets must be purchased prior to
March 8, 2017.
Reservations for groups of four
or more are recommended due to
limited seating, and the fee is $18 per
person. Attendees enjoy an assortment of freshly brewed teas, three
presentations served on antique or
vintage china which includes starters, finger sandwiches and desserts.
Please note that advanced registration
and payment is necessary and seating
is limited. All teas, held four times
a year, are open to the community,
and Center members (membership is
free and open to people 18 years and
older) have seating preference.
“This uninterrupted tea time gives
people a chance to breathe, catch up
with friends, reminisce and experi-

ence a proper tea,” said Suzie Felix,
Activities Coordinator at the Center.
“The teas have become so popular,
people reserve seats, and in some
cases tables, for the upcoming tea as
they are leaving.”
At the Spring Tea, attendees are encouraged to dress in their finest spring
colors and show off their spring hats
or bonnets. The following day, on
Thursday, March 23, 2017, at 10:30
a.m. in the Main Hall, the Annual
Spring Bonnet Contest will be held at
the Center with prizes. It’s a time for
creativity to soar and one-of-a-kind
bonnets to be presented.
For more information on the
Spring Tea and Spring Bonnet Contest, please call 954-450-6888.

Pembroke Pines City Connect

Page

11

La Hora del Té de Primavera
La llegada de la primavera se
anuncia al llevarse a cabo el Té de
Primavera anual en el Campus Carl
Shechter del Centro Comunitario
Southwest Focal Point, ubicado en
301 NW 103 Ave. El evento de este
año se realizará el miércoles 22 de
marzo de 2017, de 2 p.m. a 4 p.m., sin
embargo, los boletos deben comprarse antes del 8 de marzo de 2017.
Se recomienda hacer reservaciones
para grupos de cuatro o más debido
al limitado número de asientos, la
cuota es de $18 por persona. Los
asistentes disfrutan una variedad de
tés recién hechos, tres presentaciones
de bocadillos, mini-sándwiches y
postres servidos en vajillas chinas
antiguas o vintage. Tome nota de
que se requiere inscripción previa
y un pago, y que el cupo es limitado. Todos los tés, que se realizan
cuatro veces al año, están abiertos
a la comunidad y los miembros del
Centro (cuya membresía es gratuita
y abierta a personas de 18 años en
adelante) tienen trato preferencial
al designar asientos.

“Esta hora del té sin interrupciones
brinda a las personas la oportunidad
de tomar un respiro, ponerse al corriente con los amigos, compartir y
degustar una verdadera hora del té”,
dijo Suzie Felix, Coordinadora de Actividades del Centro. “Los tés se han
hecho tan populares que las personas
reservan asientos, y a veces hasta
mesas completas, para la siguiente
hora del té mientras van saliendo de
la que recién termina”, agregó.
El Té de Primavera exhorta a los
participantes a vestirse con sus mejores atuendos de colores primaverales y a lucir sus sombreros. Al
día siguiente, el jueves 23 de marzo
de 2017 a las 10:30 a.m., en el Salón
Principal del Centro se llevará a
cabo el Concurso Anual de Sombreros de Primavera con premios. Es
una oportunidad para dejar volar la
creatividad y presentar sombreros
únicos en su tipo.
Para más información sobre la
Hora del Té de Primavera y el Concurso de Sombreros de Primavera,
por favor llame al 954-450-6888.

Studio 18 in the Studio 18 in the And the Winner Is ... Y el ganador es …
Pines – Out of Pines – Fuera
de este mundo
This World
A reminder that throughout the
month of February until March 9,
2017, “Out of This World,” a Comic
Book, Fantasy and Sci-Fi Art Exhibit, is being held at Studio 18 in
the Pines, located at 1101 Poinciana
Drive. This unique exhibit features
“one of a kind” works of art, costumes, props and much more.
Artwork includes hand drawn
comic art, steam punk, paper art,
glass design, digital design, roll-playing-game design and manga. There
will be live demonstrations of comic
book drawing and the 3d printing
process. Show hours at Studio 18
in the Pines are Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., and
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
For more information, please contact
Michael Edelberg at 954- 961-6067.

Se recuerda que durante todo el
mes de febrero hasta el 9 de marzo
del 2017 se presentará “Fuera de este
mundo”, una exhibición de arte de
libros de comics, fantasía y ciencia
ficción en Studio in the Pines, ubicado
en 1101 Poinciana Drive. Esta exhibición exclusiva incluye piezas de
arte “únicas en su género”, disfraces,
aditamentos y mucho más.
El arte incluye dibujos animados
hechos a mano, steam punk, arte de
papel, diseño en vidrio, diseño digital, diseño basado en juegos de rollplaying y manga. Habrá demostraciones en vivo de dibujos de libros de
comics y de procesos de impresión
3D. Las horas de apertura en Studio
18 in Pines son de lunes a viernes de
9 a.m. a 5 p.m. y sábados de 10 a.m.
a 2 p.m. Para más información, por
favor contacte a Michael Edelberg al
954- 961-6067.

While
movie
buffs await
the “89th
Academy
Awards”
ceremony,
presented
by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to honor the best films on 2016
on February 26, 2017, members of the
Carl Shechter Southwest Focal Point
Community Center Campus will be
doing their own type of Academy
Award voting.
Ballots will be cast by Center
members to nominate their favorite
“movie star” member in several categories. Oscar Awards and prizes will
be given to the winner at this special
Award Party which will take place
on Thursday, February 23, 2017 at 11
a.m. in the Main Hall of the Center.
For more information, please call
the Activities Desk at 954-450-6888.

Mientras los aficionados del
cine esperan la ceremonia de los
“Premios de la Academia #89”,
presentados por la Academia
de Ciencias y Arte del Cine
(Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences) para honrar a las
mejores películas del 2016 el 26
de febrero del 2017, miembros del
Campus Carl Shechter del Centro
Comunitario Southwest Focal Point
tendrán su propio tipo de votación
de los Premios de la Academia.
Los miembros del Centro someterán sus boletas para nominar
a su miembro “estrella de cine”
favorito en diferentes categorías.
Los premios Oscar y premios se
otorgarán al ganador durante esta
Fiesta de Premiación especial la
cual se llevará a cabo el jueves 23 de
febrero del 2017 a las 11 a.m. en el
salón principal del Centro.
Para más información, por favor
llame al Mostrador de Actividades
al 954-450-6888.

Page

12

Pembroke Pines City Connect

February-March 2017

February-March 2017

Tree Care in the New Year

El cuidado de árboles en el año nuevo

Into a new year, many
are taking a closer look
at sprucing up backyards
which may include tree
trimming. It’s important
to know the do’s and
don’ts of proper tree
maintenance. Pruning
is the most common tree
maintenance procedure
used to maintain the
structural integrity and
aesthetics of landscaped
trees. Pruning must be
done with an understanding of tree biology, because improper
pruning can create lasting damage or
even shorten a tree’s life. No branch
should be removed without a reason
as each cut has the potential to change
the growth of the tree.
Proper pruning techniques include
Cleaning: the removal of dead, dying, diseased, weakly attached, and
low-vigor branches from the crown
of a tree; Thinning: the selective
branch removal to improve structure and to increase light penetration and air movement through the
crown; Raising: removal of lower
branches from a tree to provide
clearance for buildings, vehicles,
pedestrians, and vistas; and Reduction: Reducing a tree’s height or
spread by pruning back the leaders
and branch terminals to secondary
branches that are large enough to
assume the terminal role. Reduction
helps maintain the form and structural integrity of the tree.
When hiring a service to perform
tree maintenance, please beware of
improper pruning. Terms to avoid include “Topping the tree,” “hurricane
pruning,” “hurricane cut,” “lion’s
cut,” hat-racking,” “topiary” and
“lollipop cut.” These practices are all
forms of tree abuse and start tissue
decay, making the future growth of
the tree unsafe, attract insects and
can be costlier in the long run.
Topping is the indiscriminate
cutting of tree branches to stubs
or to lateral branches that are not
large enough to assume the terminal role. Other names for topping
include “heading,” “hat-racking,”
and “rounding over.” Topping,

Empezando el año nuevo, muchos
están planeando arreglar sus patios
traseros lo cual puede incluir la poda
de árboles. Es importante saber lo
que se debe hacer y lo que no se
debe hacer en relación con el mantenimiento de los árboles. Podar es
el procedimiento de mantenimiento
de árboles más común que se usa
para conserver la integridad estructural y la estética de los árboles de
ornato. La poda debe hacerse con
conocimiento de biología de árboles,
ya que podar incorrectamente puede
crear daño permanente y hasta acortar la vida del árbol. Ninguna rama
debe cortarse sin razón ya que cada
corte tiene el potencial de cambiar el
crecimiento del árbol.
Las técnicas correctas de podar
incluyen Limpieza: quitar ramas
muertas, secándose, enfermas o
casi sueltas y de poco vigor de la
copa del árbol; Adelgazamiento: la
eliminación selectiva de ramas para
mejorar la estructura e incrementar la
penetración de luz y el movimiento
del aire por la copa; Levantamiento:
la eliminación de las ramas inferiores
de un árbol para que no toquen edificios, vehículos, peatones ni obstruyan
vistas; y Reducción: reducir la altura
o distribución del árbol podando
ramas principales y terminales para
dar paso a las ramas secundarias
que sean lo suficientemente grandes
para asumir el papel de ramas
terminales. La reducción ayuda a
mantener la forma y la integridad
de la estructura del árbol.
Cuando contrate un servicio para
dar mantenimiento a los árboles, por
favor evite que poden de manera
inadecuada. Algunos términos que
se debe evitar incluyen “decapitar
el árbol”, “poda para huracanes”,
“corte para huracanes”, “poda en
cola de león”, “quitar el sombrero”,
“poda artística” o “corte de paleta”.
Todas estas prácticas son formas de
abuso a los árboles y comienzan el
deterioro del tejido, haciendo que el
crecimiento consecutivo sea inseguro, atraiga insectos y puede resultar
más costoso a la larga.
Decapitar el árbol es cortar de
manera indiscriminada las ramas de

is not a viable method of height
reduction and will increase risk in
the long term.
Lion-tailing is the removal of
interior and small lateral branches
from main scaffold branches, leaving foliage only toward the ends of
the branches. Other names for lion
tailing include “over raising,” and
“over thinning.” Lion-tailing shifts
future growth to the ends of branches and creates weakened branches
that may break easily in storms or
under their own weight.
Excessive crown thinning typically removes one-third or more of
the foliage throughout a tree. The
effects are similar to lion-tailing.
Excessive thinning can create many
pruning wounds on branches that
could lead to decay or disease and
temporarily increase wind loading
on retained branches.
Topiary shaping, defined as topiary pruning of Category I, II, and III
trees, is tree abuse under 153.27 of
the City Code of Ordinances. Any
person, company, partnership, corporation, or service that administers
tree maintenance practices within
the City must adhere to all American National Standards Institute
practices found under A300.
Always hire a Certified Arborist
or Class A or B Tree Trimming Licensed professional to perform any
tree maintenance. For more information, please call the Planning and
Economic Development Department
at 954-392-2100. Also take advantage
of the landscape resources found on
the City’s website at www.ppines.
com keyword ‘Landscaping.’

los árboles a trozos o hacerlas ramas
laterales que no son lo suficientemente largas para asumir el papel
de ramas terminales. Sinónimos de
decapitar incluyen “descabezar”,
“quitar el sombrero” o “redondear”.
Decapitar no es un método viable
para reducir la altura y aumentará
riesgos a largo plazo.
Corte de cola de león es la
eliminación de ramas del interior y
pequeñas ramas laterales de las ramas principales de soporte, dejando
follaje solamente en las terminaciones de las ramas. Otros nombres
para el corte de cola de león incluyen
“sobre-levantamiento”, y “sobreadelgazamiento”. El corte de cola de
león hace que el crecimiento futuro
se concentre en las terminaciones de
las ramas y crea ramas débiles que
pueden romperse fácilmente en las
tormentas o por su propio peso.
El adelgazamiento excesivo de la
copa del árbol por lo general elimina
más de un tercio del follaje del árbol.
Los efectos son similares a los del
corte de cola de león. El adelgazamiento excesivo puede crear heridas
de poda en las ramas y provocar
deterioro o enfermedad e incrementar la carga del viento temporalmente
sobre las ramas remanentes.
La poda artística de árboles, que se
define con las categorías I, II y III es
abuso de los árboles según el Código
153.27 del Código de Ordenanzas
de la Ciudad. Cualquier persona,
compañía, asociación, corporación
o servicio que administre prácticas
de mantenimiento de árboles dentro
de la Ciudad debe adherirse a las
prácticas del Instituto de Estándares
Nacionales Americanos (American
National Standards Institute) que se
encuentran en la sección A300.
Siempre contrate a un arborista
certificado o un profesional con licencia Clase A o B para podar árboles.
Para más información, por favor
llame al Departamento de Planeación
y Desarrollo Económico al 954-3922100. También aproveche los recursos
de diseño de jardines que se encuentran en la página de internet de la
Ciudad en www.ppines.com con la
palabra clave ‘Landscaping’.
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Conserve Water in 2017 Conserve Agua en el 2017
The City of Pembroke
Pines, together with the
Broward Water Partnership, makes it easy for residents to take part in water
conservation.
Through the Broward
Water Partnership Water
Conservation and Incentives Program, qualifying
water customers can take
advantage of rebates and
free water-conserving
devices. Funding and supplies, however, are limited.
Current toilet(s) that use(s) more
than 1.6 gallons of water per flush
can be replaced with WaterSense®
certified High-Efficiency Toilets
(HET). Rebates are provided for up
$100 each, or the cost of the HET,
whichever is less. Single-family,
townhouse and condo applicants
may receive up to two rebates per
qualifying water accountholder and
must own and reside in the home at
which they are replacing the toilet(s).
Property owners, and property
managers who are authorized by
property owners, of multi-family
housing units, not-for-profit agencies, commercial buildings and institutional facilities may receive up to
five rebates or may submit a request
to receive more.
All applicants must be pre-approved before toilet may be purchased and other restrictions apply. The City of Pembroke Pines is

providing residential customers with
free, low-flow water faucet aerators
and showerheads. However, you
must bring us your old showerhead
in order to receive a new one; you do
not need to bring us your old aerators.
There is also a special offer for
business owners. Free pre-rinse spray
valves are available to qualifying
commercial businesses.
Please note that you must provide proof that you are a City of
Pembroke Pines water customer by
bringing a copy of your water bill
and photo identification that includes
your name and address. You can pick
up your water-conserving devices
Monday through Thursday (closed
Fridays) from 7 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. at
City of Pembroke Pines Public Services, 8300 S. Palm Drive
Pembroke Pines, FL 33025. For more
information, please contact Rose
Colombo at 954-518-9000.

La
Ciudad de
Pembroke
Pines,
junto con
el Consorcio de
Agua de
Broward
facilita a
los residentes el
formar
parte de la

conservación del agua.
A través del programa de Conservación del Agua e Incentivos del
Consorcio de Agua de Broward,
los usuarios que califiquen pueden
aprovechar reembolsos y aparatos
gratuitos que ahorran agua. Sin
embargo, la cantidad de fondos y
aparatos es limitada.
Las tazas de baño, o inodoros, que
se usan actualmente consumen más
de 1.6 galones de agua por uso y pueden ser reemplazados con tazas de
baño certificadas de alto rendimiento
(HET, por sus siglas en inglés) WaterSense®. Los reembolsos se dan hasta
por $100 cada uno, o el costo de un
HET, lo que sea menor. Los solicitantes que viven en casas individuales,
casas en unidades o condominios
podrían recibir hasta dos reembolsos
por cuentahabiente de servicios de
agua que califique y debe ser dueño
del hogar donde se reemplacen las
tazas de baño.

Los dueños y administradores de
propiedades de unidades multifamiliares que estén autorizados por los
dueños, agencias sin fines de lucros,
edificios comerciales e instalaciones
institucionales podrían recibir hasta
cinco reembolsos o podrían someter
una petición para recibir más.
Todos los solicitantes deben ser
aprobados con antelación antes de
que se pueda comprar el inodoro y
aplican otras restricciones. La Ciudad de Pembroke Pines brinda a los
usuarios residenciales aireadores de
grifos y regaderas gratuitas y de flujo
lento. Sin embargo, debe traer su
regadera original para poder recibir
una nueva; no necesita traernos su
aireador de grifo original.
Hay también una oferta especial
para dueños de negocios. Hay válvulas de pre-lavado gratuitas que están
también disponibles para los negocios que califiquen.
Por favor tome nota que debe
presentar prueba de que es cuentahabiente del servicio del agua de la Ciudad de Pembroke Pines trayendo su
cuenta del agua y una identificación
con foto que incluya su nombre y
dirección. Puede recoger sus aparatos
para conservar agua de lunes a jueves
(está cerrado los viernes) de 7 a.m.
a 5:45 p.m. en la oficina de Servicios
Públicos de la Ciudad de Pembroke
Pines, ubicada en 8300 S Palm Drive,
Pembroke Pines, FL 33025. Para más
información, por favor contacte a
Rose Colombo al 954-518-9000.

The Frank art gallery at Pembroke Pines City Center opens early 2017 to initiate
cultural change and innovation. Artists, thinkers, makers and curators will influence a
diverse community and create partnerships for social engagement. The 11,000 sq. ft.
multi-disciplinary exhibition and learning space, adjacent to a 1- acre plaza will
expand the concept of culture and invite all visitors to be frank. ppines.com/thefrank

Let’s be
PEMBROKE
Frank. PINES
CITY CENTER

THE
FRANK

Frank C. Ortis Art Gallery and Exhibit Hall

Broward County Board of
County Commissioners/
Broward Cultural Council

Broward County Cultural
Division Greater
Fort Lauderdale Convention
& Visitors Bureau Tourist
Development Council
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Road Safety Tips
New bicycles, scooters, skateboards and inline skates received this
past holiday season mean reminders
may be needed for how to use them
to ensure road safety. The Pembroke
Pines Police Department offers the
following tips so everyone has a safe
and fun time.
Users of skateboards, scooters, and
roller skates follow the same, or similar, rules of the road as bicycles and
should be used with the proper protective gear on designated roadways,
in parks, and on bicycle paths. It’s
important to note that electric scooters
are not legal on Florida sidewalks.
Bicycles should be the right size,
not too big or too small. Children
should be able to place the balls of
their feet on the ground when sitting
on the seat, and have a bell or horn.
Helmets should be worn and meet
the following requirements:
The helmet should be approved by
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), the American Society
for Testing and Materials (ASTM),
the US Consumer Product Safety
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Commission (CPSC). Approved helmets meet stringent safety standards.
Your child should like his/her
helmet (bright-colored helmets with
stickers are very popular). This will
increase the likelihood that he/she
will wear it consistently.
The helmet should fit your child’s
head so that when the straps are
snug, the helmet does not move
around on the head.
Some helmets are multi-sport,
which can be used for in-line skating,
skateboarding, bicycling, or other
wheel sports. Helmets that specifically are called “bicycle helmets” are
designed only for that sport. Helmets
come in many sizes and varieties,
including many infant sizes. They
come with sponge pads to adjust the
fit on a child’s head. A properly-fitted
helmet should fit snug, not moving
on the head; the front edge of the
helmet should be two finger widths
above the eyebrows; front and back
straps of the helmet should form
a V just below the ear; front straps
should be vertical and the rear straps
should be flat; and the chinstrap
should be snug when a child opens
his/her mouth (one finger should

Consejos de seguridad en las calles
Las nuevas bicicletas, scooters,
patinetas y patines de ruedas que se
recibieron en esta temporada festiva
pasada nos alertan sobre la necesidad
de recordatorios de cómo usarlos con
seguridad en las calles. El Departamento de Policía de Pembroke Pines ofrece
los siguientes consejos para que todos
tengan diversión y seguridad.
Los usuarios de patinetas, scooters
y patines siguen las mismas, o similares, reglas viales que las bicicletas y
se deben usar con el equipo adecuado
de protección en las vías designadas,
en parques y en senderos de bicicletas.
Es importante tomar nota de que los
scooters eléctricos no son legales en las
aceras de Florida.
Las bicicletas deben ser del tamaño
adecuado, ni demasiado grandes ni
demasiado pequeñas. Los niños deben
poder poner las puntas de los pies
en el suelo cuando estén sentados en
el asiento y tener una campana o un
claxon. Los cascos se deben usar y satisfacer los siguientes requisitos:
El casco debe estar aprobado por
el Instituto de Estándares Nacionales
Americanos (ANSI, por sus siglas en inglés), la Sociedad Americana para Prue-

bas y Materiales (ASTM, por sus siglas
en inglés), la Comisión de Seguridad
de Productos del Consumidor de EUA
(CPSC, por sus siglas en inglés). Los
cascos aprobados satisfacen estándares
rigurosos de seguridad.
A su hijo debe gustarle su casco (los
colores brillantes con calcomanías son
muy populares). Esto va a aumentar la
probabilidad de que lo use de manera
consistente.
El casco debe ajustarse a la cabeza
de su hijo de manera tal que cuando las
correas estén abrochadas, el casco no se
mueva en la cabeza.
Algunos cascos son para varios
deportes, los cuales pueden usarse para
patinar, andar en patineta, bicicleta u
otro deporte sobre ruedas. Los cascos
que se llaman específicamente “cascos de
bicicletas” están diseñados sólo para ese
deporte. Los cascos vienen en diversos
tamaños y variedades, incluyendo varias
tallas infantiles. Se ofrecen con cojines
de esponja para ajustarse a la cabeza del
niño. Un casco cuya talla es adecuada
queda justo y no se mueve en la cabeza;
la orilla frontal del casco tiene que estar
dos dedos de distancia por arriba de las
cejas; las correas de enfrente y atrás del
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fit between the chin and chin strap
when the mouth is closed).
Road rules should always be followed such as: Stop before riding or
entering into traffic from a driveway,
sidewalk, parking lot, or other street;
Look left, right, and left again to
check for cars; If the road is clear, enter; Ride on the far right of the road,
with traffic; Ride so cars can see you,
wearing brightly colored clothes,
especially at night; Obey all traffic
signals and stop signs; Look back
and yield to traffic coming from behind before turning left; Ride bicycles
in single file; and Look for uneven
pavement or other surface problems.
Inline skaters should always wear
protective gear, such as elbow and
kneepads, gloves, helmets, and wrist
guards; use durable skates with
proper ankle support; warm up muscles before skating by skating slowly
for five minutes or more; always
skate on the right side of sidewalks
and other paths; pass on the left and
warn others that you are passing; and
avoid skating in the street, especially
where there is a lot of traffic.
Skateboards should never be used
on surface streets. When riding a

skateboard, children should obey
all traffic rules. Other safety precautions to take when skateboarding
include the following: wear protective gear such as helmets, padding,
and closed-toe and slip-resistant
shoes; check the skateboard for wear
and tear; only allow one person per
skateboard; do not hitch rides from
bicycles, cars, or other vehicles; and
carefully practice tricks in designated
skateboarding areas.
Although scooters have been
around since the 1950s, the popular new scooters are often made of
lightweight aluminum, weighing less
than 10 pounds. The same precautions for scooters should be taken as
for bicycling and in-line skating. Ride
scooters on smooth, paved surfaces
without traffic, and avoid streets and
surfaces with water, sand, gravel or
dirt; do not ride scooters at night;
and young children should not use
scooters without close supervision.
Make sure to check with your
child’s school or with your local
Homeowners Association to see if
they are open to hosting a Pembroke
Pines Police Department Bike Rodeo.

casco han de formar una V justo abajo
de la oreja; las correas de enfrente tienen
que estar verticales y las de atrás estar
planas; y la cinta de la barbilla debe estar
ajustada cuando el niño abra la boca (cuando la boca esté cerrada debe caber un
dedo entre la barbilla y la cinta).
Es imperativo seguir la reglas viales
como: Parar antes de entrar al tráfico desde una entrada de autos, acera,
estacionamiento u otra calle; mirar a la
izquierda, derecha e izquierda nuevamente para verificar que no vengan
carros; si la calle está libre, pase; Circular
por el extremo de la derecha de la calle,
con tráfico; Circular de manera tal que
los carros puedan verlo, vistiendo ropas
de colores brillantes, especialmente en
la noche; Obedecer todas las señales de
tráfico y de alto; Mirar hacia atrás y ceder
el paso al tráfico que viene detrás antes
de dar vuelta a la izquierda; Montar en
bicicleta en una sola fila y poner atención
al pavimento irregular u otros problemas
de las superficies.
Los patinadores deben siempre usar
equipo de protección, tales como protectores de codos y rodillas, guantes, cascos
y protectores de muñecas; usar patines
durables con soporte adecuado de los
tobillos; calentar los músculos antes de
patinar patinando despacio por cinco
minutos o más; siempre patinar al lado
derecho de las aceras y otros senderos;

pasar por la izquierda y alertar a otros
que va a pasar y evitar patinar en la calle,
especialmente cuando hay mucho tráfico.
Las patinetas nunca deben usarse en
las calles principales. Cuando anden en
patineta, los niños deben obedecer todas
las reglas de tráfico. Otras precauciones
a seguir cuando se anda en patineta
incluyen las siguientes: utilizar equipo
protector tales como cascos, equipo con
rellenos y zapatos cerrados y antiderrapantes; verificar que la patineta no tenga
desgaste o roturas; una sola persona por
patineta; no dejarse jalar por bicicletas,
carros u otros vehículos; y practicar
piruetas cuidadosamente en las áreas
designadas para patinetas.
Aunque los scooters se usan desde los
años 50, los populares y nuevos están a
menudo hechos con aluminio ligero que
pesa menos de 10 libras. Se deben tomar
las mismas precauciones para scooters
que para bicicletas y patines. Los scooters
tienen que usarse sobre superficies lisas,
pavimentadas, sin tráfico y evitar calles
y superficies con agua, arena, grava o
tierra; no andar en scooter de noche y los
niños pequeños no deben usarlos sin
supervisión cercana.
Asegúrese de ver si la escuela de su
hijo o su asociación de propietarios local
estarían dispuestos a tener un Rodeo de
Bicicletas del Departamento de Policía de
Pembroke Pines.
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Change for Change

City of Pembroke Pines

Early Development Center
Bright Beginnings Preschool

Register Now
PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS
(INFANTS – VPK)

For the past five years, the students
at Pembroke Lakes Elementary School
have launched the end of year holiday
season with a “Change for Change”
program. Through the program,
the Student Leadership Council has
“adopted” underprivileged children
through the community-based care
agency “ChildNet,” which manages
a network of child welfare services.
Each year, the students donate their
change to raise money and provide
presents for children who would otherwise not have a gift to open.
For one week, students were invited to the cafeteria to drop coins into
a jug marked with their grade level.
There was even a friendly competition
to see which grade could donate the
most money. This time, the fifth grade
students proved to be most generous.
Overall, Student Leadership raised
$353 to purchase “wish list” items
and ensure that their “adopted an-

gels” had a holiday season that was a
little brighter.
“Our teachers and students find
it rewarding to reach out to help
children in need,” said Marsha M.
Wagner, Principal at Pembroke Lake
Elementary. “It’s always so heartwarming to realize many students
dipped into their piggy banks and
generously brought their own savings
to help those who are less fortunate.”
“We have an incredibly caring
group of students at Pembroke
Lakes Elementary who are always
willing to step up and help others,”
added Coach Serdenes, Leadership
Council sponsor. “We couldn’t be
prouder of our Pelicans.”

Communication is Key
From grand openings
and art festivals to holiday
special events and community programs, keeping
in touch with the City of
Pembroke Pines is a great
way to learn about what is
happening throughout the
city at any given time. We
are continuing to enhance our communications tools through a newly
designed website, social media, television and our newspaper.
“We now live in a time when news
can be sent and received immediately,” said Commissioner Angelo
Castillo. “It’s important for us as a
city to always be in touch with our
residents and businesses, and communicate in the most effective and
timely way. That’s why we encourage everyone to seek us out on social
media and check out our website,
television station and newspaper to
keep in the loop of what’s really happening in the community.”
Pines Media TV, formerly OCTV,
continues to create new programming for all ages and cover stories
in-depth throughout the city. Pines

Media TV can be seen on
Comcast on Channel 78,
and for those with AT&T,
it can be viewed on Channel 16. New stories will
be broadcast throughout each month, giving
residents a preview of
upcoming events, as well
as highlighting current
activities, events and programs.
The city’s website at www.ppines.
com is getting a new look and is now
being enhanced for the new year,
making it easier to use and providing
needed information for all residents
and businesses.
Short videos of what’s happening throughout the city are also
being posted on the city’s Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/cityofpembrokepines as well as on www.
youtube.com and www.vimeo.com
under Pembroke Pines Media. We
welcome you to subscribe to our YouTube channel, which is free, to ensure
you don’t miss any exciting events.
Please “like” our Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/cityofpembrokepines and also check out our
new Instagram page at Pines Media.
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Mixed Media Art Class for Teens
Teens are invited to register for
a new Experimental 2D and 3D
Art class held weekly, beginning
in February, at the Fletcher Art
and Cultural Center, 7960 Johnson
Street. Teens ages 12 – 17 years of
age will learn new and/or refine
their techniques in collage, recycled
art, artist’s journal and art book,
assemblage, found object art, paper
mache and decoupage. The twohour class begins at 6 p.m. on Mondays. The fee is $45 per four-week
month, and on-site registration is

available. Both student’s birth certificate and parent’s driver’s license
are required for registration.
“We created this new teen art
class to offer teens the opportunity
to advance in their knowledge
of advanced art techniques and
enhance their skills,” said Holly
Bonkowski, Division Director of
Cultural Arts for the City of Pembroke Pines Recreation and Cultural Arts Department.
For registration information and space
availability, please call 954-986-5027.

Taste of Pines
Tickets are now on sale for Taste of
Pines, a must-attend event that offers
participants exciting extras that will
make this a special night for all. It
will be held on Thursday, February
16, 2017, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Carl
Shechter Southwest Focal Point Community Center Campus, located at
301 NW 103 Ave.
In addition to participants having
the opportunity to sample some of
the best food Pembroke Pines and
surrounding areas has to offer in a
fun atmosphere, there will also be
a selection of signature wines from
the Wall of Wine, and a Beer Garden
with several samples of beer, dancing and music. Featured music for
Taste of Pines will be provided by the
Patrick Lopez Xpresso Band.
“Every year this event just gets
better and better,” said Commissioner Jay Schwartz. “It allows us
to indulge in the best food our community has to offer, enjoy mingling
with friends and neighbors, and

dance to fantastic music. I hope to
see everyone there.”
Tickets are $30 for adults pre-sale,
and $15 for children 10 and under.
The price at the door will be $40 for
adults and $15 for children. The cost
of the ticket is all inclusive of food,
wine and beer samples.
Tickets are being sold at City Hall,
10100 Pines Boulevard, Second Floor/
Bldg. B- Monday through Thursday 7
a.m. to 6 p.m. and at the Pembroke
Lakes Tennis Center, 10500 Taft
Street, Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and on Saturday
and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. while
supplies last. Tickets will only be
sold at the schools upon request.
The new points of ticket sales offer
residents more time to purchase
tickets before and after work, as
well as on weekends.
All proceeds from this event
benefit the City of Pembroke Pines
Charter School System. For more
information, please call 954-392-2116.
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Grab Your Partner
Whether it’s for a holiday or just
enjoyment, dancing is a great way to
feel happy, be active and have fun.
Dances are held at the Carl Shechter
Southwest Focal Point Community
Center Campus throughout the year.
There will be a Carnival 2017 Dinner Dance on Friday, February 17,
2017, sponsored by the Site Advisory
Council. Prizes will be award for the
most festive and elaborate costumes.
Everyone is encouraged to bring
their cameras to take photos in front
of a special photo backdrop.
The fee is $10 per person for the buffet dinner at 5:30 p.m. Reservations are
required. The dance starts at 6:30 p.m.
There will also be a “Party in
Green” dance party on Wednesday,
March 15, 2017 at 12:30 p.m. in the
Center’s Main Hall. Prizes will be
given for the best green outfits.
And, St. Patrick’s Day wouldn’t
be the same without a little jig
thrown in. A St Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance will be held on Friday,
March 17, 2017 at the Center. Sponsored by the Site Advisory Council,

the fee is $10 per person for the
buffet dinner which starts at 5:30
p.m. Reservations are required. The
dance begins at 6:30 p.m. Prizes will
be given for the best St. Patty’s Day
costumes. A special photo backdrop
will be available for those special
snapshot moments.
The Center is located at 301 NW 103
Ave. For more information on these
and other activities, please call 954-4506888 or visit www.ppines.com.

Seniors vs Seniors Spelling Bee
The 2nd Annual Seniors
vs. Seniors Spelling Bee
is being held on Tuesday,
February 7, 2017, 12:30
p.m. to 2 p.m. in the Main
Hall of the Carl Shechter
Southwest Focal Point
Senior Center Campus,
located at 301 NW 103 Ave.
In this intergenerational
Spelling Bee, it’s Pembroke Pines Charter High
School seniors vs. seniors from
the Center. Idea for the event
came from Jay Shechter, Pembroke Pines Director of Community Services, and Pines Charter
Principal Peter Bayer last year.
“Our first one was such a huge
success, we just had to keep it
going,” said Schechter. “Bringing these two groups together
allows them to learn about each
other through a fun and friendly
competition.”

The students, dressed in their
high school uniforms, will be on
one side of the stage, with the
Center’s seniors on the other side,
ready for the competition. While
very close, the win from last year’s
competition went to the teenagers with the word “impertinence”,
however, both sides are vowing to
be the champs this year.
For more information or if you
want to participate, please call the
Activities Desk at 954-450-6888.
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Charter School Lottery News
Broward County residents are
invited to enroll their child/children
into the Annual Lottery for the award
winning City of Pembroke Pines
Charter School System (PPCSS) for
the 2017/2018 school year. Wait-listed students are required to re-submit
their online application to remain
current on the waitlist. In addition,
parents of currently enrolled PPCSS
students are required to re-enroll via
the link referenced below.
Applications will be accepted
online now until March 10, 2017 at
midnight. Current PPCSS student reassignment requests must be entered
by February 10, 2017 for Committee review. For complete Pembroke
Pines Charter School System Lottery
details, please visit www.pinescharterapply.net. To apply for enrollment
please visit: https://pinescharterapply.net/apply/.
The Annual Lottery Registration
and Application rules apply to new
applicants, current PPCSS students
and currently wait listed applicants.
“New residents/parents are encouraged to apply to our Pembroke Pines
Charter School System. Our existing
and wait list students, need to reapply
to update their information, and to
maintain seniority if they are on the
wait list,” stated Eric Gutierrez, City
of Pembroke Pines Charter Schools
Lead Registrar Liaison. “Residents
will be happy to know our Center for
Autism is also accepting students for
its Elementary program.”
New Student Lottery Applications:
For a student entering the lottery system for the first time, parents should
go to http://pinescharterapply.net/apply for more information regarding
the Pembroke Pines Charter School
System, and complete and submit a
lottery application. They will be notified via email of the lottery results.
Wait List* Students: If a student(s)
is already on the lottery wait list,
parents should please go to http://
pinescharterapply.net/apply and
login using the email and password
currently on the waitlist file. If the
parent cannot successfully login, then
please contact a registrar for help or
use the forgotten password feature.

Please do not start a new account
and/or lottery application or else the
child will likely lose their current
position in the lottery. Once logged
in, parents should check the accuracy
of the information already provided
in each step of the lottery application
to ensure proper placement in the
lottery process. Once the final step
of the Confirmation Step is reached,
they should press the “Send My Application” button.
Annual re-submission of the Lottery Application is required to remain
in the Lottery and keep wait list
seniority. *Applications not re-submitted will be removed from the wait list.
The Lottery Application requires the
following information for each Lottery
Applicant: Parent/Legal Guardian
First and Last Name, Current address,
and Student information - First and
Last Name and Date of Birth.
Current PPCSS Students: If a
student(s) is currently enrolled in
a Pembroke Pines Charter School
and looking to re-enroll for the new
school year, parents can go online to
http://pinescharterapply.net/apply.
They will be prompted to create an
account, if they have not created one
already, by entering a First and Last
Name, Email address and creating
a password. Once the account is
created, registration for the existing
student can begin. Emails will be
sent to all existing PPCSS parents
explaining the process.
Re-enrollment is required to update and/or verify contact information. Parents who re-enroll by March
10th, will be awarded 1 (one) volunteer service hour.

Center for Autism: The system’s
Center for Autism is also accepting
students for its elementary program. Located at the FSU Campus,
The City of Pembroke Pines-Florida
State University Charter Elementary
School provides an academic and
social skills setting for children with
a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder Elementary Age. Small group
settings are provided to individualize
the needs of the student with an emphasis on curriculum standards, social
skills, and sensory processing. The
class is taught by a certified teacher
with support staff. The school’s Center for Autism enhances the child’s
ability to mainstream to a less restrictive environment within the school
campus. The program is available for
elementary-aged students.
For additional information regarding the lottery process, please contact
the Pembroke Pines Charter School
Registrars at the Campus locations
listed below:
Elementary Schools
- Elementary School Campus’ East, West and Central: Lisa Muela
lmuela@pinescharter.net 954-450-6990
- FSU Campus and the FSU Center
for Autism: Stephanie Liguori sliguori@pinescharter.net 954-499-4244
Middle Schools
- Academic Village Middle School:
Lisa Benitez lbenitez@pinescharter.
net 954-538-3700
- Middle Schools (West and Cen-

tral) Madeline Exposito mmexposito@pinescharter.net
954-443-4847
High School
- Academic High School: Lisa
Benitez lbenitez@pinescharter.net
954-538-3700
Since its inception in 1998, the
Pembroke Pines Charter School System has received numerous awards.
Highlights include being named
a 2007 National Charter Schools
of the year, Awarded the National
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence in
2009 for the Pembroke Pines Charter
Middle School and in 2015 for the
Pembroke Pines Charter Elementary
School- FSU Campus. The National
Blue Ribbon is the highest award
a school can receive. In 2015, the
Pembroke Pines Charter High School
was recognized by U.S. News and
World Report Magazine as one of
the nations’ best high schools. For
the past sixteen years the Pembroke
Pines Charter School Elementary and
Middle schools have earned an “A”
rating, based on FCAT/FSA scores
and other factors.
The City of Pembroke Pines Charter
Schools’ vision is to cultivate character
and foster life-long learning through
a challenging educational experience
in a safe environment. Its mission is
to prepare all students to succeed in a
global society by providing a personalized and rigorous curriculum
through excellence in teaching.

Interested in Advertising?
Maximize your advertising investment with City Connect
and directly reach your targeted audience:

Mailed to approximately 65,000 Pembroke Pines residents and businesses 6x
a year. Viewed at the click of a mouse at www.ppines.com at no extra charge.
Use coupons, advertorials, track your leads!

Space is limited. Request more information at
CityConnect@ppines.com
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Great Yards Award Competition Deadline “Hop to It”
The application deadline for entering the Natalie Belmonte Great Yards
Award is fast approaching on April
13, 2017.
The Award was created in memory
of Natalie Belmonte , a well-known
resident, business woman and
nature-lover, who tragically lost her
life in July of 2011. Five Pembroke
Pines yards will be selected, one yard
from each City Commission District
and one at-large yard.
“We have seen so many beautiful
yards competing for the Great Yards
Award that, from what I hear, it’s
going to be tough to pick a winner,”
said Vice Mayor Carl Shechter. “I
commend all those who are entering
the competition, and hope that many
more residents decide to participate
in such a great program.”
The Landscape Advisory Board

will judge the yards on five components including Butterfly (the
preservation of all stages of a butterfly’s life), Design and Function,
Maintenance, Florida Friendly Value
and Use of Hardscapes. Details of
each component and applications
are available at the City Clerk’s office

“She Loves Me” at PPTOPA
Audiences will thoroughly enjoy
“She Loves Me,” a tale of newfound
love, to be performed at the familyfriendly Pembroke Pines Theater
of the Performing Arts (PPTOPA)
February 24, 2017 through March 19,
2017. Shows are Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and
on Sundays at 2 p.m.
This is a romantic comedy about
Amalia and Georg who work togeth-

er at a modest Hungarian parfurmerie, and have disliked each other from
the very start. He thinks she’s stuck
up, and she thinks he’s arrogant and
mean. Each writes to a lonely hearts
pen pal when the work day is done,
and it doesn’t take long for the audience to discover that they’re in love
without realizing it. Through some
of the most iconic songs in musical
theatre (Vanilla Ice Cream, She Loves

in City Hall or by downloading the
application from the City’s website
at http://www.ppines.com/index.
aspx?nid=372 or visit www.ppines.
com and click on the Landscape Advisory Board page.
Applicants must also provide a
brief description of their property,
its landscaping, and how it meets the
goals of the contest. Ten photos of
the yard, which will not be returned,
must be included.
For more information, please contact city landscape staff at 954-3922100 or email landscape@ppines.com.
While application email submittal is
preferred, hard copies may be sent to:
Butterfly Garden Planning and Economic Development Division
10100 Pines Blvd
Building B, 3rd Floor
Pembroke Pines, Florida 33026

Tickets will go sale March 1,
2017 for “Sundaes with Bunny,”
a holiday tradition for many in
Pembroke Pines. This year’s
event is taking place on April 8,
2017 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Carl Shechter Southwest Focal
Point Community Center Campus, located at 301 NW 103 Ave.
Children of all ages, along with
Peter Cottontail and his friends,
enjoy making their own ice cream
sundaes from a “Make Your Own
Sundae Bar” filled with all sorts of
delicious toppings and treats. As
everyone delves into their yummy
sundaes, they also get to watch a
special holiday show, and have
an opportunity to meet and take
pictures with the famous rabbit
Peter Cottontail.

Me, Will He Like Me?), Georg and
Amalia discover the truth and rejoice
in their love for each other at the
story’s sweet and musically delightful conclusion.
Shows at the PPTOPA are held
at the Susan B. Katz Theater of the
Performing Arts at the River of Grass
ArtsPark located at 17195 Sheridan
Street, just one mile west of I-75. For
show and ticket information, please
call PPTOPA at 954-437-4884 or visit
their website at www.pptopa.com.

Pooches in Pines Join Us forJazz
There are always animals looking
for their “forever” home through
Pooches in Pines, a community group
of dedicated volunteers in Pembroke
Pines that helps unite dogs found by
the Pembroke Pines Police with their
owners. Though approximately 70%
of dogs found are reunited with their
owners, those who are not are fully
vetted, bathed and then are fostered
in temporary homes until a new loving home is found through an adoption process. We encourage those
wishing to share a forever home with
a deserving dog to check out www.
poochesinpines.com.
Pooches in Pines is also looking for
approved volunteers to join their program. If you are interested in being
a part of their team, please check out
the attached City of Pembroke Pines
link ‘Volunteer Personnel Application
Form’ on the city’s website at www.
ppines.com, print it out and be sure
to circle ‘Animal Assistance Program’.
Once the application is complete,
drop it off or mail it to the Pembroke
Pines Police Department at 9500 Pines
Blvd, Pembroke Pines, FL 33024.

The holidays are over and
now it’s time for a bit of relaxation with the help of the City of
Pembroke Pines free “Jazz in the
Pines” concert series. Join us on
Sunday, February 19, 2017 and
on March 26, 2017 from 3 p.m. to
5 p.m. at William B. Armstrong
Dream park located at 1700 Dykes
Road for a jazzy treat.
February’s concert will feature
the sounds of “Night Breeze” and
in March, “Elements of Jazz” will
be performing. Each concert is
free and takes place weather permitting. Please bring blankets and/
or chairs for seating. As always, no
pets are allowed at City events.
For more information, please
visit www.ppines.com or call 954392-2116.
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Fun Trips
Many exciting and fun trips are
planned through the Carl Shechter
Southwest Focal Point Community
Center Campus each month. The following are just a few:
The “Knaus Berry Farm” Trip
on Wednesday, February 15, 2017
takes participants to Homestead’s
celebrated location for the best Cinnamon Rolls, Baked Goods, Produce,
Milkshakes, Ice Cream and U-Pick
tomatoes and strawberries in the
Redlands. The fee is $5 per person,
cash only – for registered SWFP
members only. This trip involves
a moderate amount of walking so
wearing comfortable shoes is recommended. Departure time is 9:30 a.m.
The “Holiday Park Everglades”
Trip on Friday, February 24, 2017 is
an opportunity for participants to
climb aboard one of the state-of-theart vessels for an unforgettable Everglades airboat ride, then take in a live
alligator presentation in the world
famous Gator Pit. The fee is $22 per
person, cash only – for registered
SWFP members only. Please bring a

IT IS EASY TO GET AROUND IN THE PINES and it is FREE
Pembroke Pines Community Bus Service offers FREE transportation to almost anywhere in the city.
Access and transfers to the Pines GREEN, GOLD, BLUE Route buses, and to Miramar, West Park and
Broward County Transit (BCT) buses are made easy throughout the Pines transit experience. Whether it
is for work, school or other activity, plan your route and ride the bus—it is easy, safe and may be a lot
easier than driving.
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bag lunch or lunch can be purchased
at the Holiday Park Deli. Departure
from the Center is at 9:30 a.m.
The “Something Rotten!” Theater
Trip to the Broward Center for the
Performing Arts will take place on
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 for the
2 p.m. matinee. Broadway and off
Broadway Theater Trips are offered
exclusively to registered members
of the SWFP Community Center.
The fee is $70 per person and that
includes tickets (lower Orchestra)
and transportation to and from the
Center. Participants must purchase
in advance at the activities desk. The
bus departs the Center at 12:30 p.m.
And, the “Coral Castle Museum”
Trip allows participants to take a
guided tour of the sculpture garden
in stone in South Florida, built by
one man, Edward Leedskalnin. From
1923 to 1951, Ed single-handedly and
secretly carved over 1,100 tons of
coral rock. The live tour consists of
the “Love Story,” the History and the
Science behind the garden, and the
guide will demonstrate how some of
Ed’s items work even after 93 years.
The fee is $30 per person, cash only –
and this will include lunch from the
Coral Castle Café (baked chicken) for
registered SWFP members only. This
trip, which takes place on Friday,
March 31, 2017, involves a moderate
amount of walking so wearing comfortable shoes is recommended. The
trip departs the Center at 9:30 a.m.
For more information on these and
other planned trips throughout February and March, please call 954-4506888 or visit www.ppines.com.

Studio 18 in the Pines
Tickets can be purchased at
City Hall, 10100 Pines Blvd, Bldg
B/2nd Floor, Monday through
Thursday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $6 for Pines residents,
and $8 for non-residents. This is
a seated event – everyone needs
a ticket to enter.
For more information, please
contact our Special Events office
at 954-392-2116 or visit the City’s
website at www.ppines.com/
specialevents.

For more information about bus service and schedules please visit the City’s website at ppines.com or
the Transportation Division at the Southwest Focal Point Community Center, 301 NW 103 Avenue,
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026, or call (954) 450-6850.

Following the Out of this World
exhibit, “Capturing the Beauty of
a Moment in Time” featuring art
from the Weston Art Guild will be
showcased March 24, 2017 through
April 26, 2017. Please save the date
for the opening reception to be held
on March 24, 2017, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at
Studio 18 in the Pines, located at 1101
Poinciana Drive.
Show hours at Studio 18 in the
Pines are Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., and Saturday from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. For
more information, please contact
Michael Edelberg at 954- 961-6067.
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Relay for Life
This year’s annual Pembroke
Pines Relay for Life will take place
Friday, March 31, 2017 to Saturday,
April 1, 2017 from 6 p.m. to 9 a.m.
on the track at Walter C. Young
Middle School located at 901 NW
129 Ave. Over the years, the City
has raised over two and a half million dollars to fight cancer via this
Relay for Life event.
The Relay is an organized overnight community fundraising walk
where teams of people camp out
around a track and members of each
team take turns walking around the
track. There will be food, games
and activities to provide entertainment and build camaraderie in a
family-friendly environment for the
entire community.
The event will kick off by celebrating everyone who has been
affected by cancer, whether they’ve
been diagnosed for 10 days or have
been cancer free for 10 years. They
will gather together for the crowd

February-March 2017

to cheer them on. There will also be
a Survivors Lap during which all
cancer survivors at the event take the
first lap around the track to celebrate
their victory over cancer, again being cheered on by participants who
line the track; a Caregivers Lap at
which time caregivers will be honored as they walk a lap, often with
the person they supported; and a
Luminaria Ceremony which takes
place after dark to remember those
who have lost their lives to cancer,
to honor those who fought cancer in
the past, and to support those whose
fight continues. Candles are lit inside
of personalized bags that are placed
around the Relay track as glowing
tributes to those affected by cancer.
To join the Mayor’s Team or
support the fundraiser, please call
954-392-2116 or email fnovo@ppines.
com. Cancer survivors can contact
the American Cancer Society at
954-200-7534 to learn of special ways
they may participate in the event.
Participants can also register their
own time by going to www.relayforlife.org/pembrokepinesfl.

REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS
EVERY DAY OF EVERY YEAR
Memorial Bricks
4” x 8” - $50
8” x 8” - $95
To purchase your bricks
go to our city site and order today

www.ppines.com/brickprogram
Call for more information: 954-435-6500
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Chocolate Challenge
Nothing like practicing for
Valentine’s Day with a Master Chef
“Chocolate Challenge” being held
at the Carl Shechter Southwest
Focal Point Community Center
Campus on Tuesday, February 7,
2017 between 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Prizes will be awarded for the top
three decadently delicious desserts.
Celebrity judges from Hoffman’s
Chocolates and Schakolas Chocolate Factory will be lending their
expertise in judging this chocolatey
event. They will be looking at both
presentation and taste. The dessert
must contain one key ingredient for
this competition which is chocolate.
Only home baked entries will be

accepted (a list of ingredients must
be provided), and all participants in
the challenge must be SWFP members and be present to win.
For more information on the
chocolate challenge, please call the
Center located at 301 NW 103 Ave.,
at 954-450-6888.

Robotics Champs Head
to State Competition
The Pembroke Pines Charter
Middle School - West Robotics Club
“Tech Titans” team was awarded
First Place for Best Design at the
recently held First Annual Junior Orange Bowl Vex IQ Qualifier in Miami
Springs Competition and will now
be heading to a state tournament
this month. The PPCS West Campus
entered five teams in a day-long competition where teams from Broward
and Dade County participated in
team vs team matches.  
“Our Tech Titans Team worked
hard and won Best Robot Design
from a pool of 51 teams,” said Robotics Sponsor Fermin Vasquez, 8th
grade Physical Science and 7th grade
Life Science Teacher at the Pembroke
Pines Charter Middle School. “The
Tech Titans Team are comprised of 8th
graders Stanley Pierre, Jason Jaquith,
Gustavo Salama, Adesola Adimula
and Harry Zarcadoolas.”
The teams competed in Teamwork,
Robot Skills and Programming Challenges. The Robotics Teams are also
judged on Best Design and STEM
research project.
“Our Robotics Club teams entered the First Annual Junior Orange

Bowl Vex IQ Qualifier Competition
with the hope of earning a spot in
the February 2017 State of Florida
Tournament in Tampa FL and we
did it,” said Michael Castellano,
Principal of the Pembroke Pines
Charter Campus. “Our student
government has planned a pep rally
to inspire our Tech Titans towards
further success in February.”
Established in January of 2015
the PPCMS Robotics Club is comprised of two groups, the sixth
grade students who make up the
PPCS-West Science Olympiad Team
and the 7th and 8th grade students
who compete as a team in the VEX
IQ Robotics Challenges. Currently
the team has 41 members.
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Time for Treasure Hunting

Back to the 50’s

The 27th Antiques and Collectibles
Show at the Carl Shechter Southwest
Focal Point Community Center Campus, located at 301 N.W. 103rd Avenue,
will be held Saturday, March 25, 2017
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday,
March 26, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Parking is free, however there is
a $2 daily admission which benefits senior programming at the
Center. Children under 12 are free,
but no strollers please.
Lunch items, snacks and drinks
are available at the café for shoppers.
For additional information, please
contact Valerie Toth at 954-450-6888
or via email vtoth@ppines.com.

Students at the Pembroke Pines
Charter Elementary School FSU
Campus took a trip back in time
recently to help them celebrate their
50th day of school. Music from the
1950s greeted the students as they arrived on the “Dress 50’s Day” which
inspired some far out and hip outfits.
The day doubled as a fundraiser for
the 5th Grade Class. To participate
in the “Shake Rattle and Roll” day,
students donated $1 per top and per
bottom. Music was provided courtesy
of PTA Parent Rick Raymond.
“Our students and staff
greased back their hair and dressed
the part with some wearing poodle
skirts and bobby socks, while others
dressed as James Dean to celebrate

Teacher Fellowship
A Second Grade Teacher at Pembroke Pines Charter Elementary
School - East Campus, Donald G.
Nicolas, was recently selected among
one of 40 teachers throughout the
state of Florida to participate in a
special initiative called the Florida
Teacher Leader Fellows Program.
The Fellowship was formed in collaboration with the University of
Florida, the Center for Teaching
Quality, and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation.
Each Fellow is charged with
completing an inquiry project that
involves engaging their colleagues to
examine areas such as professional
development, classroom instruction, and teacher collaboration. The
program focuses on advancing the
skills and collaboration of teachers
to improve their own practice and
that of their colleagues in ways that
ultimately support the creation of
more rich and meaningful learning
experiences for students.
The Fellowship scope focuses on
mobilizing teacher expertise and
leveraging their formal and informal influence over supervisors,
colleagues, and members of the
school community through collaborative relationships that improve
teaching and learning practices
and instruction in schools.
The basis of Nicolas’ project
focuses on a podcast he created

entitled, “Give Me Ten Minutes: The
Premier Teacher-Powered Podcast.”
He plans to has this platform be
created by teachers for teachers to
discuss topics that are relevant to
teacher practice and development.
Focus groups will be created at the
collegiate and professional level
and called upon to widen the scope
of influence through podcasting
and social media platforms. And,
teachers will reflect on its impact
through survey and reflection.   
“It is an honor to represent Pembroke Pines Charter Elementary
School in this capacity,” said Nicolas. “Whenever the Fellows meet,
we engage in deep discussion and
reflection on the current state of
schools and teachers and how we
can improve.”
Those taking part in the initiative have traveled throughout the
state of Florida and there was even
had an institute in Boston, Massachusetts. The institutes allow
teachers to collaborate and to see
other schools that promote teacher
inquiry and collaboration.  
Nicolas, a teacher for 11 years,
has been at Pembroke Pines Charter
Elementary School – East Campus for
four years. He graduated from Florida State University with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Elementary Education and
a Masters in Educational Leadership.
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the Fabulous 50th Day of School,”
said Patty Alonso Correa, a teacher at
the school. The fundraiser will help
fund the 2017 PPCS FSU Elementary
- Fifth Grade events.

Puppies!
It’s well-known (and scientifically proven) that interaction with
a gentle, friendly pet has significant
benefits. Reports indicate that pets,
such as cute little puppies, lower
blood pressure, improve cardiovascular health, release endorphins
that have calming effect, diminish overall physical pain, and the
actual act of petting produces an
automatic relaxation response.
Mentally, pets can lift spirits, lessen
depression, decrease feelings of
isolation, provide comfort, decrease
anxiety and reduce boredom.
So, when several puppies from
Petland made a visit to the Holiday
Open House at the Carl Shechter
Southwest Focal Point Community Center Campus, it was decided
that such visits would be great on
a monthly basis.
Last month, several puppies got

a chance to mingle with Center
members, get cuddled and kissed
and even take naps on those who
wished to participate. It was such
a great experience, that more visits
are scheduled for February 8 and
March 8, 2017 at 10 a.m. to noon in
the lobby of the Center.
“It’s very hard to resist looking
into the eyes of little puppy that just
wants to love you,” said Community
Services Director Jay Shechter. “These
visits are probably going to be the
most popular times at our Center.”
If you, or you know anyone, are
interested in sitting and cuddling
with an adorable puppy, they are
welcome to attend the visits on
scheduled days at the Center, located at 301 NW 103 Ave. For more
info, please call 954-450-6888.
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Classes and Workshops
Becoming a Corporate Banner Program Participant:
Local businesses are the backbone of Pembroke Pines and our
surrounding cities. The Support Our Schools (SOS) campaign offers
local businesses and corporations alike an opportunity to positively
impact the lives of the children in our community. The Pembroke Pines
Example of company banners at one of our campuses.
Charter School System has a total enrollment just under 6,000 students
and over 3,200 families. Becoming a banner program participant not only enhances your company image by
showing support of the children in the Pembroke Pines Charter Schools, it also offers your business a distinct
marketing and competitive advantage by creating positive publicity and heightened visibility of your products
and services to our charter school families, employees, and vehicle traffic.
Take Advantage of this Opportunity Today! Banner Program Details:
Please call 954-518-9030 to reserve your banner ● Banner Space: Base price $400* per campus, annually for drop off/pick up line /
space or if you have any additional questions.
$550* for Prime Location (facing traffic) at West Campus & FSU Elem. /
$750* for Prime Location (facing traffic) at AV, Central Campus, & East Elem.
(Limited space available)

● Prices are subject to change based on banner size.
● Program runs from July 1st through June 30th each year
● Participants will be featured on our Foundation website, www.ppcsf.org,
with the purchase of a banner space. ($350 Value)

Pembroke Pines Charter School
Locations Where Banners can be
Placed:
Central Elementary/Middle

Academic Village Charter School

East Elementary School

FSU Elementary School

West Elementary School

West Middle School

Get discounts for your company banners that will be advertised at our school
campuses by contacting Fastsigns or Minuteman Press.
Tell them the Pembroke Pines Charter School Foundation sent you!

954-438-7979

954-437-1880

Any contribution to the Pembroke Pines Charter School Foundation, Inc.
is tax-deductible as we are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

The Carl Shechter Southwest Focal
Point Community Center Campus,
located at 301 NW 103 Ave., is accepting registrations for evening classes
for individuals 18 years and older. To
participate in any classes one must
be a registered member of the center
(membership is free). Members must
present their SWFP membership
card when signing up for all classes,
activities and events. All classes are
held at the Center. To see a schedules of all activities held at the Center
please visit www.ppines.com.
Inside Out Theater Company,
Inc. – Since its inception in 1998, they
have created and produced over 65
original works and performed over
450 shows for over 40,000 audience
members in South Florida. Classes
for adults and children are now
being offered at the Center. Classes
include Theater Production, Improv,
Broadway Jazz Technique and much
more. For additional information
please call 954-385-3060 or visit
www.insideouttheater.org

Ballroom Dancing: Waltz, Tango,
Foxtrot, Quickstep, Viennese Waltz;
and Latin: Cha Cha Cha, Rumba,
Samba, Jive/Swing, Paso Doble, Salsa
are being taught by Simon Prilutsky,
Award Winning Member of the
Ballroom Dance Association, U.S.S.R.
For more information about Ballroom
Dancing and to register for classes,
please contact Simon at 954-963-5338.
The classes are Thursdays from 5:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and the fee is $10
per 1-hour class. The schedule is 5:306:30 Ballroom (Beginners); 6:30-7:30
Latin (Beginners); 7:30-8:30 Ballroom
(Intermediate/Advanced); and 8:309:30 Latin (Intermediate/Advanced)
A new class, Art Appreciation
through Creative Art Journaling,
was created to generate inspiration,
organize artistic ideas and develop
an appreciation of art. Each week,
class will begin with a brief overview
and discussion of a famous artist. Attention will be given to style,
medium, theme as well as elements
of art prominent in the artist’s work.

Students will then develop their
ideas using a variety of mediums in
their art journals. Offered in 6 week
sessions, six different artists will be
introduced each session. Classes take
place on Thursdays 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.,
March 2, 2017 through April 6, 2017.
The fee is $42 per person.
“Paint & Sip” Workshops occur
when the Center’s “Artist-in-Residence” instructs participants step
by step through an original piece
of art. At the end of the night those
who attend can take home a oneof-a-kind painting and hopefully
a newfound talent. BYOB of wine,
however, everything else is included.
This workshop is offered the first
Tuesday of every month 6:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. Attendees must be 21 yrs.
and up to participate. The fee is $45
per person (art materials included),
and workshops are scheduled for
February 7, 2017 and March 7, 2017.
There are Special Group Rates available (minimum 10 people). Please
email hdaniels@ppines.com for more

information.
Floral Arranging is a hands-on allinclusive workshop where students
will create individual floral centerpieces to take home. The fee includes
everything; instruction, flowers,
containers, bows, decorations and
more. This workshop is offered
once a month on Tuesdays from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. and the fee is $18 per
person (18 years and older) per class.
Registration is required by 4 p.m.
the day before class. Workshops are
scheduled for February 21, 2017 and
March 21, 2017.
For more information on these
and other classes and workshops offered, please call 954-450-6888 or visit
www.ppines.com.

Use Mini-FLOW
It’s easy to renew or replace a
driver’s license, identification card
or vehicle registration with the
Department of Motorist Services
Mini-FLOW (Florida Licensing on
Wheels) program that is at Pembroke Pines City Hall.
FLOW offers the ability to
change from an out of state driver
license to a Florida license; renewals; duplicates for lost or stolen
licenses; address and name changes; ID cards; the opportunity to
purchase a specialty license plate;
reinstatements; and emergency
contact information registration at
City Hall once a month.
No appointment is necessary.
Simply come to the first floor of
City Hall at 10100 Pines Blvd. on
the first Tuesday of February and
March from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Please check all licensing and

proof of identity requirements at
www.flhsmv.gov. Also, please note
that no written or driving tests are
given from FLOW sites.
The Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles provides five mobile FLOW units that
travel throughout the state to make
services more accessible, as well six
Mini-FLOWS which are set up at
a table and accommodate smaller
venues and indoor events such as
the one at City Hall. Such FLOW
units are found at government
buildings, hospitals, police departments and community centers.
To learn about the license and ID
requirements, please go to www.
gathergoget.com. The Department
accepts cash, check and credit cards
as methods of payment. There is also
further information at http://www.
flhsmv.gov/offices/FLOW.htm.
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